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By-Laws of Tyrian Lodge #73 

A.F. & A.M. 
 

Article I 
Name 

 
Section 1: This Lodge shall be known under the name of Tyrian Lodge, and shall be 
composed of Master Masons. 

 
Article II 

Lodge Meetings 
 

Section 1: This Lodge shall hold Stated Communications monthly, on the second Thursday 

of each month at 7:30 PM. The Annual Meeting will be held on the second Thursday of 

January following the Stated Meeting. In the situation where weather conditions cause 

reasonable concerns for the health and welfare of the brethren of the lodge, the Master may 

postpone a Stated Meeting for up to forty-eight hours with due notice to the membership. 

 
Section 2: The Master, or in his absence the Senior Warden, or if both be absent, the 
Junior Warden shall have the power to call a Special Communication whenever in his 

opinion the interest of the Lodge may require it. 
 

 
Section 3: The Lodge, at a Stated Communication, cannot be called off beyond the day 
and night in which it was opened, and the Lodge must be regularly closed before the 

Brethren disperse. 
 

Section 4: Appropriation from either the General Fund or any targeted fund (except for 
the Charity Fund) shall only be made at a Stated Communication. Any donated or 
bequeathed funds to the Lodge will be placed in the General Fund unless the bequeathed 

or donated funds had been targeted for a specific purpose. 
 

Article III 
Officers and Elections 
 

Section 1: At the Annual/Stated meeting in January, the Lodge shall elect a Master, Senior 

and Junior Wardens, Treasurer, and Secretary who shall be severally chosen by written ballot 

and elected by a majority of those present at that meeting. The Committee of Finance shall 

also be elected to serve staggered terms, one for one year, one for two years, and one for 

three years, and may be voted for on one ticket. Future elections of a Committee of Finance 

member will be made annually to fill the vacancy for the coming year. The Master, shall 

appoint the Deacons, Stewards, and Tyler soon after his installation. He may also appoint a 

Marshal, Chaplain, Organist, Historian, Assistant Secretary and Assistant Treasurer. 



  

Section 2: The officers shall be installed as soon after their election as may be 

convenient. 
 
Section 3: All preferment among masons is grounded upon real worth and personal merit 

only; therefore, no master, Warden, or other officers shall be chosen by seniority, but for 
his merits. 

 
Section 4: The Charity Committee of this lodge shall be under the direction of three 
members of the Lodge not holding offices, and is to be elected annually. 

 
Section 5: The Master Elect of the lodge shall work with the Finance Committee and 

other knowledgeable brethren he chooses to provide to the lodge a proposed annual 
budget for the ensuing year. This budget will be presented at the first Stated 

Communication after being installed. In addition, the Finance Committee will make a 
report to the lodge at the Stated Meeting in June and in December. The Finance 
Committee should make recommendations to the lodge if so needed. 

 
 

 
Article IV 
Committees 

 
Section 1: A Special Communication of Inquiry, consisting of three discreet, experienced 

Brethren, members of this lodge, shall be appointed whose duty it shall be strictly to 
inquire into the moral character and reputation of each applicant for the degrees of 
Masonry; and no one shall be admitted to the degrees without a report in writing by said 

committee and ballot had thereon. In addition, the application for membership of any 
Brother who may have taken the degrees in another lodge shall be referred to a like 

committee, reported on before ballot can be taken. 
 
Section 2: The Master and Wardens of the Lodge, will also be members of the Charity 

Committee, ex-officio, the master acting as chairman. They shall have the authority to 
dispense funds only for cases of charity that may come before the committee. All other 

requests for funds will be handled through the General Fund. 
 
Section 3: The duties of the Committee of Finance shall be to examine the accounts of 

the Treasurer and Secretary, once at least each year, and to report thereon in writing at 
the Annual Meeting, previous to the choice of officers. 

 
Section 4: The Master will appoint a minimum of two brethren to the each of the 
following committees (brethren may be appointed to more than one committee): 

 Fund Raising: The purpose of the Fund Raising Committee will be to work with the 
Master to plan and execute events throughout the year for the purpose of raising 

fund with the goal of meeting the goals of the Lodge budget. 
 Care and Share Committee: The purpose of the Care and Share Committee is to 

hold at least one event during the year for our lodge widows. In addition, the Care 



and Share Committee will work with the Master and lodge Secretary to send out 
Sympathy, Get Well, and Birthday cards throughout the year. 

 Lodge Activity Committee: The purpose of the Lodge Activity Committee is to plan a 
minimum of one event per year for the purpose of promoting fellowship for 

brethren and their families. 
 
Article V 

Duties and compensations of officers 
 

Section 1: The Treasurer shall have charge of all the funds of the Lodge, pay all legal 
demands upon the Lodge, and at the Annual Meeting shall render a just and fair account 
of all monies received and paid out, and also a correct statement of the funds; and shall 

deliver all property of the Lodge entrusted to his care to his successor, taking duplicate 
receipts for the same, one of which shall be kept by the Secretary. For the performance of 

his duties, he shall receive such compensation as the Lodge may from time to time 
determine. 
 

Section 2: The Secretary shall attend all meetings of the Lodge, make a fair record of the 
proceedings, and read the same when requested; collect all dues not included in the 

Treasurer’s duty and pay the same to the Treasurer, at least once a month; issue 
notifications when directed; present the chairman of every committee with a copy of its 

appointment, keep a correct list of the names of members, and at the close of the year, 
he shall render a just account of all monies by him received, and a statement of all 
balances due from delinquent members, and shall deliver to his successor in office all 

property of the Lodge entrusted to his care, taking duplicate receipts for the same, one of 
which shall be kept by the Treasurer. For the faithful performance of his duties, he shall 

receive such compensation as the lodge may from time to time determine. 
 
Article VI 

Membership 
 

Section 1: Every candidate for the degrees conferred in this lodge, shall make an 
application in writing, signed by himself, stating his place of residence, and occupation, 
and whether he has ever made application to any other Lodge, directed to the Master, or 

Secretary, accompanied with a recommendation signed by one or more members of the 
Lodge, and shall deposit Five Dollars ($25.00). If he be rejected, the deposit shall be 

returned; if accepted and initiated, and he refuse, or neglect to attend for six months 
after his acceptance, or to make a reasonable excuse for such neglect, the deposit shall 
be forfeited to the George Washington National Masonic Memorial Association. 

 
Section 2: No candidate for initiation shall be proposed or balloted for, at a Special 

Communication, nor can any candidates receive more than one degree at once and the 
same communication of the Lodge without a dispensation. 
 

Section 3: No candidate shall be balloted for, until his application has been submitted for 
the consideration of the members at least four weeks, except in the case of a 

dispensation. 
 



Section 4: In balloting, if more than one negative vote appear, the balloting shall cease, 
and the candidate declared rejected; but if on the first ballot, one negative only appear, a 

second ballot shall immediately take place; and if on the second ballot a negative still 
appear, the candidate shall be declared rejected. 

 
Section 5: The ballot shall be taken in an open Lodge, and every member present shall 
vote unless excused by the Lodge. 

 
Section 6: After a petition has been presented to and accepted by the Lodge, it cannot be 

withdrawn. 
 
Article VII 

Membership 
 

Section 1: Any Brother who has received the degrees and signed the by-laws of this 
Lodge thereby becomes a member. 
 

Section 2: The Secretary shall notify any members of this Lodge who have not paid their 
dues for the current year, prior to the next Annual Meeting, that any member neglecting 

for the space of one year to pay his dues. After having been notified by the Secretary, 
after due trial, may be suspended or deprived of membership, unless a satisfactory 

excuse has been made to the Lodge. 
 
Article VIII 

Honorary Members 
 

Section 1: Any Brother, whose valuable service shall in the opinion of the members 
entitle him to the consideration and gratitude of this Lodge, may be admitted an Honorary 
Member, provided he shall have been proposed at a previous meeting and shall receive a 

unanimous vote. Honorary Members shall be exempt from the Annual Assessment. 
 

Article IX 
Of General Concern to the Lodge 
 

Section 1: No disputes concerning nations, politics or religion, shall in any case be 
permitted in the Lodge. Any Brother who shall violate this provision, or be guilty of any 

irregular or immoral conduct, at any communication, after due trial shall be reprimanded 
by the Master, suspended or deprived of membership. 
 

Section 2: No Brother shall leave the Lodge without permission from the Master, or 
engage in any private conversation while the Brethren are at work. 

 
Section 3: All transactions and proceedings of this Lodge shall be kept inviolably secret; 
and it shall be the duty of every member to notify the Master of all violations as may 

respectively come to his knowledge. Any member who shall reveal the name of a Brother, 
who may have opposed in the Lodge the admission of a candidate into the Order, shall be 

liable to be suspended or expelled. If any visiting Brother shall be guilty of the violation of 
this article, he may be ever after excluded from a seat in the Lodge. 



 
Section 4: Every member who speaks, shall rise and remain standing, addressing himself 

to the presiding officer, nor shall he be interrupted unless by a call to order by the 
presiding officer. 

 
Section 5: Unless authorized by the Master of this Lodge, and for special circumstances 
only, all candidates shall be examined in open Lodge and found to be proficient before 

being advanced. 
 

Article X 
Assessments and Funds 
 

Section 1: At every annual Meeting, each member less than seventy (70) years of age 
shall pay annual dues, the amount of which shall have been determined at a Stated 

Meeting of the Lodge after due notice has been given to each member stating the 
proposed amount of the annual dues. The amount of dues does not include any 
assessment required by the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

 
Section 2: Members seventy (70) years of age any older shall be exempt from paying 

annual dues; HOWEVER, they will be required to pay the annual assessment from the 
Grand Lodge of Maine. The provisions of this section will take effect as of the Annual 

Meeting for 1998 and will NOT apply to members over seventy (70) years of age who 
have previously had their dues remitted. 
 

Section 3: Assessments may be made upon the members of such sums as the Lodge 
shall, at any Stated Meeting, by a majority vote, decide, provided that a previous notice of 

such intended assessments shall be given on the summons calling said meeting. 
 
Article XI 

Notes of Loaning of Funds 
 

Section 1: All promissory notes given by the Lodge shall also be signed by the Master 
and Treasurer, with the consent of the Lodge. 
 

Article XII 
Fees 

 
Section 1: The fees of the three (3) degrees, including Diploma, shall be Seventy- five 
Dollars ($75.00) to be paid as follows: 

 
 Entered Apprentice Degree: Twenty Five ($25.00) 

 Fellow Craft Degree: Twenty Five ($25.00) 

 Master Mason Degree: Twenty Five ($25.00) 

 

There shall be no fee for membership. 
*See Article VI, Section 1 for the disposition of the Five Dollars ($5.00) deposit. 



 
Article XIII 

Amendments 
 

Section 1: These By-laws may be amended by proposal in writing citing both the section 
to be amended and the proposed new section, they being presented at a Stated 
Communication, at which time action may be taken. All members residing within the 

jurisdiction of this Lodge shall be notified, in writing of the original and proposed section, 
together with the date and time when final action is to be taken. The concurrence of two-

thirds (2/3) of the members present is necessary for approval.



 
The founders of our Lodge were Bro.’s George Moore, Daniel P. True, Nathaniel Bray, 

Josiah Carr, George Hathaway, Samuel Atwood, and Augustus Golderman. These Officers 
worked under a dispensation from the Grand Lodge of Maine and under the name of 

Fraternal Lodge (no number). The dispensation was dated January 21, 1853. 
 
On May 10, 1853, the Grand Lodge of Maine issued a Charter under the name Tyrian 

Lodge #73, A.F. & A.M.. The first regularly elected Officers were Bro.’s George Moore, 
W.M.; L.B. Hutchinson, S.W.; D.D. Atwood, J.W.; Josiah Carr, Treasurer, and Augustus 

Golderman, Secretary. 
 
The first months while under dispensation, they held nineteen communications and 

increased the membership by twenty-four. They also at a later date, made Samuel 
Atwood and Nathaniel Bray Honorary Members. This would allow them to retain their 

membership in Cumberland Lodge from whence they came. (Above from the original 
records of Tyrian Lodge).  



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 


